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SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE, APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE 


report on the State Institute 

of Hygiene (Panstwowy Zaklad Higieny) in Warsaw. The report contains 
information on the Director General Feliks Przesmycki, the location of the 
institute, its various departments, the number of employees, salaries 
paid, research work being conducted by the institute Oil poliomyelitis, in 
eluding data on the import of monkeys from Communist China; and the use of 
the Roman Catholic Church to encourage the vaccination of Polish children against 
poliomyelitis. Also there is information to the effect that the institute 
is not connected with any BW activities, and does not engage in any secret 
work. 


50X1 -HUM 




S-E-C-R-E-T 

NCfFORN 

STATE | X |aRMY | X |n AVY [ X |a I R | X |fbI | |aEC 

(Note: Washington distribution indicated by "X"; Fiold distribution by 


INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/12 : CIA-RDP80T00246A047500080001-6 






50X1 -HUM 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/12 : CIA-RDP80T00246A047500080001-6 


Professor Feliks PRZESMICKI is the Director General of the STATS INSTITUTE 
CP MxGISNE / Pahstwouy Zakiad Higieny / in Warsaw since 1945* He had been with! 
the same Institute since 1922, making his way up to his present position. His 
scientific career started about the same time. In 1929 PRZESMCKI was appointee 
professor of the University of Warsaw, Chair of Microbiology. He continued with 
the Institute during the German occupation of Poland, since the Institute was 
the only organization allowed to exist in occupied Poland. 

Feliks PRZSSMICKI heads also the Chair of Epidemiology of the Warsaw Medi- 
cal Academy. This is the only chair of epidemiology in Poland, with a limited j 

number of students. I 
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• • Feliks PHSSSIUGSI r $ deputy in the State Institute of %gien© is new Pro* 

feesor JIarcin KACFE2AK, the Sector of the Warsaw Medical Aeadcaay* When PISES* 

iSCEI goes to lecture at the Medical Aeadecy, Marcln EAGK&AK is his superior* 

lot an unsual situation in Poland whore people need none than am job and have 


to live 'with each other. 
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stats ustxtot cf mmm 


%e Institute ms established in Warsaw after 1 the W.W*I* It should he called 
in Polish • Instytut * instead df « 2aldbd « hut PHZGSM2CKI keeps the oM name 
because of the relatively long tradition. 


7 The Institute is located in two buildings, the main building facing the 

Checinska Street* After the war the Institute housed ale# the llinietxy of Health 
and other health organisations but those outfits gradually built their own head* 

V 

quarters and left the Institutes 
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Th&M are 600 workers on the Institute *s payroll. Cl 1 those ‘300 are ocien- ; , ;i 

, i 

tlflc workers: and the rest adrrdniGtratiine workers, 1 8cm Institute has 12 major j 
departs* headed, fey top ranking scientists* Senior oeientaiic workers of thd.. 
« adiurikfc » / adjuncts assistant / rank are paid ca 3000 alctyo a acmfch, 
with professorial rani® make ca 5000 sslo^s a month* 3a th© post-war period . i 
there mi provincial branches of the Institute feat they' bey© tseen liquidated, 
a few years ago*. 


</ 


Shore 'is almost negligible number of Party members among, the scientific 

" -I 50X1 -HUM 

mm re of the Institute 12 scientists left 

” 1 50X1 -HUM 

th* Party la 1958 when the party leaders stated that lukewarm movers might get , 


out* 


they joined once the Parish mostly as epportunisie or 


guided men* Seme of them felt uneasy as Party asefcera* others have remained to* : 

v ' - * 50X1 -HUM ; 


porturdsta* 


institutions, granting aeholarships,are not 


toe enthusiastic about Party members,^ as. are 
visa authorities* 


toaigmti«m and 
50X1 -HUM 


v/ 


iho State Institute of %g$ane is not even remotoly connected with any B*W,; 
activities and- does not handle any secret work, according to Foliks FKZEffiSTCKI ;• ■ 


Ji -3 _ ti.ii 
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finer foreigner cooing to the Institute may see » everything » because PBZES- 
MCKX has nothing to hide* Of course, during the ■ Stalin era ” he would not 

have told such to foreign visitors, or oven to Polish newspapermen* Toddy, PIUSES 

j 

RfCKI takes ou^atatiatical sheets and asks his visitors what they would like to 
knew. 50X1 -HUM 


the Stats Institute of hygiene* ha®, never been en- 


gaged in activities- ( 3 ? sa Mt&rv character and a lways has been dealing with the 1 
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problems of public 


before the war there, were sane 


institutions in PolooC veso dealing with warfare problem like tlio tf CMS . 
1 I3$TTKJIE w on ludna Street’, 3a tlososy where research work on ccribat gases was 
conducted but that work was in no $537 o part of the Institute of Eygien©* 


The role of the Institute is to create means for fighting diseases in Po- 
land of epidemic character* %e Institute is ready to act in any cnaygeaey c«* 
it works without publicity. A few years ago* when the Polish flagship »* 


brought small pose to Poland* 


In spite of 
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vaccination / 


/ and normal routine same sailors war© sick when 


they arrived in Gdynia* The Stats Institute of I^ygiena then went into action 
and the 80**C:il!ed three-city* area Gdynia-Sopot-Cdaa'sk, with the population near 


s~ 


300,000 people* was vaccinated in two days, 


nobody the 
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world could do a better job* There were some four of five cosies of sna i l pocs in 
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Poland in recent year* 
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At present the State Institute of Hygiene is concentrating on polio. P3KE33- 
I'UCKI has usually a hard tine to get money from the government for his projects 
or oquipnent* However* as far as polio is concerned* PHZBS&ffCBI 

got fra# the 

\ go ver nment the neeess arjr assistance. At present there is vaccination rolling 

! 

I with full epeed in Poland and every child oas t be vaccinated wh ether Ms par ents 
like the idea or not* 


50X1 -HUM 

Feliks PRZBSKSrCKI ia in B monkey business with 01dm 0 presently. For hie 
polls program he needs thousands ef monkeys he imports fro# Ccranurist China and 
Chinese have by the lateen camt or estimates almost as mny monkeys as people* 

it was a serious bur 
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.th Chinese. During the first year 


A single monkey cost the Polish 


government between 30 and 40 dollars and practically speaking it %ms a waste of 
money because the death rate 


aiaaounted to 85**90£> and sltuati 
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looked quite holplooco t-hen he switched to the Chinese business, the situation 
changed radically* fho CMteeae Comauniats, ns matter tdiat peop3.e think about 

C 

their ideology, are good businessmen* They have some teams for catling monkeys 
mid the Chinese catchers are quit# experienced men* Them when they have the ani~ 
mala caught, they vaccinate them against tuberculosis and after a period of 
observation they deliver monkeys to the point where they are loaded on Polish 
planes* Those are the regular passenger planes with seats removed for the trip* 
400 monkeys to a plane* all in individual cages j 




Polish planes travel ever Rue sis* with fouv of five stops on the 50X1 -HUM 
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■way for refuelling. 


In 


Warsaw the Institute 's 


trucks ( specially eqipped, bring mcnkays to the Institute# Usually there ate 
more than 100© axOmlM in the Institute. T h e Chinese monkeys cost the Polish 


government between 1C and 15 dollare apiece only t or leea than a half what Po* 

| | 50X1 -HUM 

lee used to pay 


The problem of polie in Poland will be licked, according to Feliks OT3S- 
MKaCI# He it almost fanatioal as polio vaccination is concerned. Ho started hie 
program with a Vf Show and te convince parents he ordered to vaccinate biaself 


for publicity# 


fe Vaccinate Polish children, as soon as possible, k'KZ33M?CKX is u sin g eve* 
*y channel available# So dcuo not think that administration measures are ©nou^i, 
though ft&ssNU And what ie the strongest force in small Polish towns and vil- 
lages? The Catholic Church# So P3Z3SKCKI goes to pastors in prcwincial towns 
and asks them for help# » &U right professor”- told him a pjloot at Wyoskyw 
near Warsaw# s Give me some literature for my Sunday sermon about polio vucclne :, « 
At an agreed time the PRZ3SMICKX f S team found cvexy child from the uysak^w area 


ready for vaccination. Wladyslaw WICHA, the Minister of Internal Affairs could 


not have done it oven by using the K Wl force 




there is not a greater power in Poland than toe Catholic Church. 



the Catholic Church is an expression of Polish nationalism# Because Russia 


has been always identified with a non-Catholic religion, plain Polos think at 


least by adhering to the Homan Catholic Church they may show their different 
origin and Western and the will of not to be diiluted in the Russian sea# 
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